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standard.   I shall devote my life now to training
young men to do their duty in life."

The condition of honest folk was still further trou-
bled by a general spirit of lawlessness in many re-
gions. Virginia, Tennessee, Arkansas, and Louisi-
ana recognized the "Union" state government, but
the coming of peace brought legal anarchy to the
other States of the Confederacy. The Confederate
state and local governments were abolished as the
armies of occupation spread over the South, and for
a period of four or six months there was no govern-
ment except that exercised by the commanders of
the military garrisons left behind when the armies
marched away. Even before the surrender the local
governments were unable to make their authority
respected, and soon after the war ended parts of the
country became infested with outlaws, pretended
treasury agents, horse thieves, cattle thieves, and
deserters. Away from the military posts only lynch
law could cope with these elements of disorder.
With the aid of the army in the more settled re-
gions, and by extra-legal means elsewhere, the out-
laws, thieves, cotton burners, and house burners
were brought somewhat under control even before
the state governments were reorganized, though the
embers of lawlessness continued to smolder.